
 

HENRY HUDSON TRI-DISTRICT 
Atlantic Highlands Elementary, Highlands Elementary, and Henry Hudson Regional School Districts 

One Grand Tour, Highlands New Jersey 07732-2039 
TELEPHONE: (732) 872-0900      FAX: (732) 872-1315 

Dr. Susan E. Compton, Superintendent of Schools  
                                         scompton@hhrs.us 

July 10, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and School Community: 

 

I am writing to provide you with an update regarding our journey back to in-person schooling in the Atlantic Highlands, 

Highlands, and Henry Hudson Regional School Districts. As you are no doubt aware, during his June 26th briefing, 

Governor Murphy announced the release of a document entitled The Road Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for 

Education. This document provides guidance and anticipated standards to assist New Jersey schools in planning for their 

reopening this fall.   

 

Each New Jersey school district will be expected to develop, in collaboration with community stakeholders, a plan to 

reopen schools in the fall that best fits each district’s local needs. The guidance includes several considerations and firm 

requirements that each district must consider and include in their reopening proposal.  Our schools must operate within the 

necessary standards to ensure the health and well-being of our students and staff.  Please understand, as stated by 

Governor Murphy in his address, there is no “one-size fits all” approach to suit the unique challenges faced by each school 

district across the state.   

 

The Governor’s Executive Order requires that school districts publish their reopening plans to families no later than 30 

days prior to the first day of school. Since our first day of school falls on Tuesday, September 8th, our school communities 

can expect our plans to be released no later than August 8, 2020.  Each of our three districts’ recovery/reopening plans 

have to be approved by the New Jersey Department of Education, as well as by our local health department and our local 

boards of education.   

 

The principals and I would like to express a special thank-you to our parents and staff who have completed surveys about 

school reopening and virtual learning. Your input will provide crucial insight and feedback regarding the unique needs in 

each of our school communities. This month, our three school principals will be leading reopening committees for each 

district. The committees include representatives of various critical stakeholder groups including district and school 

administration, staff, students, parents and board members.  The committees will focus on the following: 

• Analyze the results of the school district surveys 

• Examine and review the guidelines and requirements in the NJ DOE Recovery/Reopening Document 

• Brainstorm and plan structures, protocols and practices that will ensure the safety of staff and students 

• Discussion/feedback/input on creating a comprehensive reopening plan for submission by August 8, 2020 

 

The reopening committee meetings for each district will take place on the following dates: 

 

District/School Chair Dates 

Henry Hudson Regional School Mrs. Lenore Kingsmore July 13, 2020  

July 20, 2020 

Atlantic Highlands Elementary Mrs. Lori Skibinski July 14, 2020 

July 23, 2020 

Highlands Elementary Mr. Daniel Layton July 16, 2020 

July 21, 2020 
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As the Tri-District Superintendent, I will attend all reopening committees in support of our principals and stakeholders.  

Additionally, your board of education members will be supporting us in this journey and will be approving the plans along 

with the NJ Department of Education.   

 

As I have stated in past letters during this COVID-19 pandemic, we are living in unprecedented times in education and 

our nation is in the midst of the worst health crisis in the last one hundred years. We are grateful to be working with the 

support, patience and collaboration of the two finest communities in New Jersey. 

 

Please follow us on the website where I will continue to send out updates regarding our progress and ongoing planning. 

We encourage you to reach out to administration if there is any way that we can support you, or if you have questions or 

concerns.  Together, we will navigate this challenge and create plans that support a healthy, safe and productive return to 

our beloved school buildings.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Susan Compton, Superintendent of Schools 
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